
Love Broke Through the Darkness
Charismatic • Spirit-Led Prophetic
John 3:16-21 • Mixed congregation

Testimony/Encounter — The Night the Light Showed Up

I want to start by telling you something that happened — not in a theology textbook, not in a
seminary classroom, but in a real moment, in real time, with a real God who still shows up in power.
A few years ago, a woman came into our prayer room on a Wednesday night. She had not been
inside a church in eleven years. She had walked away from God, walked into darkness, walked into
choices that left her feeling like she was beyond reach. She sat down in the back row and told our
prayer team leader, 'I don't even know why I'm here. I feel like I'm too far gone.' And then
something happened. One of our team members — a quiet woman, nobody famous, nobody with a
seminary degree — felt a prophetic word rising up in her spirit. She leaned over and said, 'God told
me to tell you: He did not send His Son to judge you. He sent His Son because He loves you. You
are not condemned. You are called.' The woman broke. She wept for forty-five minutes. She
encountered the living God — not because of a polished sermon, not because of a program, but
because the Holy Spirit moved and a Spirit-filled believer opened her mouth and released a rhema
word directly into that woman's soul.

That is what we are talking about today. That is the atmosphere we are building right now in this
room. The Spirit of God is not absent. He is not distant. He is not on vacation. He is here, He is
active, and He is moving — and what He wants to do in this room today makes what happened in
that prayer meeting look like a warm-up act.

The encounter this woman had was not manufactured. It was not emotional excess or spiritual
hype. It was the power of God touching a soul that had been living in darkness, and the light of the
Father's love broke through. This is the testimony of the Gospel. This is what John 3:16 looks like
when the Holy Spirit makes it alive — not as ink on a page but as fire in the bones, as rivers of
living water crashing into dry and thirsty places. The anointing on a word can do in thirty seconds
what ten years of counseling cannot. I am not against counseling — God uses that too — but I
want you to understand the supernatural dimension of what we carry. When we preach the Word of
God in the power of the Spirit, something happens that cannot be explained by natural means.

So right now, before we even open the text, I want to invite you to make a shift in your spirit. Put
down your defensive posture. Put down your to-do list. You came here today because there is
something in you — maybe something you cannot name — that is hungry for an encounter. The
Holy Spirit knows exactly what you need. He knows the darkness you have been walking in. He
knows the shame you have been carrying. And He has one message for you today, the same
message He had for that woman in the prayer room: 'God did not send His Son to condemn the
world, but that the world through Him might be saved.' That word is a breakthrough word. That word
is a destiny word. Receive it right now.

John 3:16-17, Joel 2:28-29, Acts 1:8

Illustration: Heidi Baker and the Blind Man in Mozambique
Heidi Baker, in her ministry across Mozambique, tells of praying for a blind man who had never seen
light in his life. She did not pray a sophisticated theological prayer — she simply held his face in her
hands, looked at him with the love of the Father, and said, 'In the name of Jesus, see.' And he did. She
says the key was not technique but love — being so filled with the Father's love that it overflowed
supernaturally into someone else's darkness. That is what this text is about: the love of God is not
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passive. It moves. It breaks through. It heals.

Source: Heidi Baker, 'Compelled by Love'

Scripture Foundation — The Word Alive with the Spirit's Revelation

Open your Bibles to John 3:16. Now I know — you have heard this verse since you were five years
old. You have seen it on stadium banners and bumper stickers. But I want the Holy Spirit to strip
away the familiarity today and let these words land on you like they are brand new, because for the
woman I told you about, they were brand new. For someone in this room today, they are about to
become brand new.

'For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him
�s�h�o�u�l�d� �n�o�t� �p�e�r�i�s�h� �b�u�t� �h�a�v�e� �e�v�e�r�l�a�s�t�i�n�g� �l�i�f�e�.�'� �T�h�a�t� �w�o�r�d� �'�s�o�'� �i�n� �t�h�e� �o�r�i�g�i�n�a�l� �G�r�e�e�k� �i�s� �'�h�o�u�t�M�s�'� �—� �i�t
means 'in this manner,' 'to this degree,' 'in this extraordinary way.' It is not just the quantity of God's
love but the METHOD of God's love. He loved in an outrageous, reckless, supernatural way. He did
not love from a safe distance. He invaded. He sent His Son — the eternal Word made flesh — into
the darkness of this world to be the Light. This is the most radical act in human history, and it did
not happen by accident. It was the Father's deliberate, sovereign, Spirit-breathed plan.

Verse 17: 'For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world
through Him might be saved.' I want you to feel the weight of that sentence, because if you have
been living under a spirit of condemnation — and many of you have — this verse is a direct assault
on the lies you have believed about yourself. The Father's heart is not condemnation. His posture
toward lost humanity is not a cosmic judge with a gavel. His posture is a Father who sent His Son,
at extraordinary cost, with one mission: salvation. Breakthrough. Rescue.

Now look at verses 19-21. Jesus says, 'And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into
the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For everyone
practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. But
he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been
done in God.' There is your tension. Light and darkness. Not as metaphors — as real spiritual
realities. In the Charismatic tradition, we understand that darkness is not just the absence of
knowledge. Darkness has an agenda. Darkness has a prince. And into that darkness, the Father
sent the Light of the world — and then, by the power of the Holy Spirit, He lit us up and sent us out
as carriers of that same light.

This is where the Acts 2 reality connects to John 3. At Pentecost, what descended on those 120
believers in the upper room? Tongues of fire. Light. The manifest presence of God, visible, tangible,
supernatural — resting on human vessels. Why? Because the Father's plan was never just to save
us from darkness. His plan was to make us luminaries — Spirit-filled, anointed, supernatural
ambassadors of His Kingdom who carry the light of John 3:16 into every dark corner of the earth.

The Apostle Paul understood this. In Romans 8:14-16, he writes: 'For as many as are led by the
Spirit of God, these are sons of God. For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but
you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father." The Spirit Himself bears
witness with our spirit that we are children of God.' The Spirit's work is to establish our identity as
children of light. And in 1 Corinthians 12, Paul makes clear that the gifts of the Spirit — the
charismata — are distributed to every believer, not as optional extras but as standard equipment for
Kingdom mission. Gifts of healing, words of knowledge, prophetic utterances — these are not
theatrical add-ons to the Gospel. They are the light of John 3:16 expressed in supernatural power,
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touching real people in real darkness.

The prophet Joel declared it centuries before Pentecost: 'And it shall come to pass afterward that I

will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall

dream dreams, your young men shall see visions. And also on My menservants and on My

maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days.' This is the biblical foundation for everything we

are going to experience today. The Spirit has been poured out. The gifts are active. The glory is

available. And John 3:16 is not just a salvation verse — it is the mission statement of a Spirit-filled

church living in the power of the Kingdom.

John 3:16-21, Acts 2:1-4, Romans 8:14-16, 1 Corinthians 12:1-11, Joel 2:28-29, Ephesians 5:8-14

Illustration: The Difference Between a Map and a Guide
Bill Johnson of Bethel Church often makes this distinction: the Bible is not just a map to God — it is a
living encounter with God. A map tells you where to go. A guide takes you there. The Holy Spirit is the
guide who makes the written Word of God a living, breathing, transforming encounter. When you read
John 3:16 under the anointing of the Spirit, it does not just inform your theology — it changes your
identity. That is why two people can read the same verse and have completely different experiences:
one reads a map, the other meets a person.

Source: Bill Johnson, 'When Heaven Invades Earth'

Spirit Teaching — What Is the Spirit Saying Right Now?

I want to pause here and do something that might feel a little different from a typical sermon. I want
to ask: what is the fresh word — the rhema word — that the Holy Spirit is releasing through this text
to this congregation in this season? Because I believe there is a specific word for us today, and it is
this: there are people in this room who have been more convinced of the darkness than they are of
the light.

Let me say that again. You have been more convinced of the darkness — your past, your failures,
the shame, the patterns you cannot break, the prayers that seemed to go unanswered — than you
are of the light of John 3:16. And the Holy Spirit is saying today: that alignment is off. That is a
misalignment between what you are believing and what the Word declares, and today is the day for
a shift.

Kris Vallotton teaches that the prophetic anointing is not just about predicting the future — it is
about declaring the nature of God into situations where His nature has been obscured. When the
Father looks at you, He does not see your darkness first. He sees the Son He sent. He sees the
blood. He sees His beloved child for whom He paid everything. The Spirit of adoption that Paul
describes in Romans 8 is crying out in your spirit right now: 'Abba, Father.' Can you hear it? That is
not hype — that is the supernatural witness of the Holy Spirit to your spirit that you are a child of
God, a carrier of His light, commissioned for Kingdom purpose.

Now here is the prophetic word for this season — and I want you to receive this with discernment,
test it against the Scripture we have just read, and let the peace of God confirm it in your spirit: God
is calling this congregation into a new level of anointing for reaching people in darkness. The
woman in my testimony — that is not a one-time story. That is a pattern the Father wants to
establish as normal life for every Spirit-filled believer in this room. You carry a word of knowledge
for someone in your workplace who is sitting in the darkness of despair. You carry a gift of healing
for your neighbor who got a bad report from the doctor. You carry an impartation of the Father's
love that can break through walls of shame and isolation that no human program can touch.
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The Spirit is activating something in this room. I want you to feel it — not as emotionalism but as

faith rising. Faith is not a feeling, but when the Spirit moves, something in your spirit responds. And

what God is calling you to is not passivity in the face of darkness. He is calling you to be what

verses 20-21 describe: people who come to the light and live in the light — not to show off your

righteousness, but because everything done in the light of God's presence carries supernatural

weight and Kingdom authority.

Practically, this means the gifts of the Spirit are not for Sunday morning only. The word of

knowledge you received in worship last week — share it with your co-worker on Monday. The

healing anointing that flows when you lay hands on someone — it works in the hospital room and

the school parking lot, not just the altar. The prophetic gifting God has placed in this church — it is

meant to go out into the darkness and declare the light of John 3:16 to people who have never set

foot inside a church building. Signs and wonders follow the preaching of the Gospel. That is not

prosperity theology — that is Mark 16:17-18 and it has never been revoked.

I also want to speak to those of you who are carriers of deep wounding. The text says that some

love darkness because they fear exposure. There is a spirit of shame that keeps people from

coming to the light — not because they love their sin, but because they are terrified of being seen.

The Holy Spirit is moving in this room right now with a specific anointing to break the power of

shame. Shame says, 'If they really knew you, they would not love you.' The Father says, 'I know

everything about you, and I sent My Son anyway.' That is not a theological statement only — it is a

living encounter available to you right now. The fire of God burns away shame. The rivers of living

water wash it clean. Receive that today.

John 3:19-21, Romans 8:15-16, Mark 16:17-18, 1 John 1:7, Isaiah 61:1-3, Ephesians 3:16-19

Illustration: The Moth and the Flame
There is a paradox in nature: moths are drawn toward light even though it can destroy them — yet the
light of God works in reverse. Every created soul is drawn to the light of God's presence, and unlike a
moth to a flame, coming to this light does not destroy you — it transforms you. The darkness you have
been hiding in is the only thing that has the power to harm you. The light of John 3:16 is not a threat — it
is the safest place in the universe. The Spirit is saying: stop fearing the exposure of light and start
trusting the protection of it.

Source: Original illustration

Altar Response — Come to the Light

We are not going to end this sermon with three points and a poem. We are going to end this
sermon the way a Charismatic congregation is supposed to end a sermon: with an encounter. The
Word has gone out. The Spirit has been moving. Now it is time to respond — not just mentally, not
just emotionally, but with your whole person, your whole spirit, stepping out of whatever darkness
you have been sitting in and moving toward the Light.

I want to call forward several specific groups of people right now. The Holy Spirit has been specific
with me today, and I want to be obedient to what He is releasing.

First: if you came in today carrying shame — the weight of something you have done, something
that was done to you, a pattern you cannot break, a version of yourself you are not proud of — I
want you to come forward. Not to be exposed. Not to be judged. But to be loved. John 3:17 is your
verse: 'God did not send His Son to condemn the world.' That condemnation you feel is not from
God. It is a spiritual stronghold, and today we are going to break it in the name of Jesus. Come
forward.
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Second: if you sense that God has been trying to activate a gift in you — a prophetic gifting, a gift

of healing, an anointing for intercessory prayer — but you have been holding back because you are

not sure, because you are afraid, because you feel unqualified — this is your moment. God does

not call the qualified; He qualifies the called. The anointing does not rest on our perfection; it rests

on our surrender. Come forward and receive an impartation. We are going to pray specifically for

the activation of the gifts the Spirit has placed in you.

Third: if you have never experienced the baptism of the Holy Spirit — the empowerment encounter

that Jesus promised in Acts 1:8, 'You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you'

— come forward. This is not about speaking in tongues as a performance. It is about being filled to

overflowing with the presence of God so that the rivers of living water Jesus promised in John 7:38

begin to flow through you. This is your inheritance as a believer.

Fourth: if there is someone here who needs a miracle — physical healing, a breakthrough in a

relationship, a supernatural shift in a situation that looks impossible by human standards — come

forward. We believe in divine healing. We believe the same Holy Spirit who raised Christ from the

dead is more than capable of touching your body, your mind, your family. We are going to lay hands

on you, anoint you with oil, and pray with faith. And whether healing comes instantly or over time,

we are going to declare together that nothing is impossible with God.

As you come, here is what I want us to do together as a community. We are not spectators

watching ministry happen to individuals up front. We are a Spirit-filled congregation, and every one

of you carries the anointing of God. As people come forward, begin to pray quietly in the Spirit.

Create an atmosphere of glory in this room. This is the work of the whole body.

Father, we come boldly to the throne of grace. We declare over this room: the light of John 3:16 is

breaking through every darkness right now. Every spirit of shame, condemnation, and fear — we

bind you in the name of Jesus and release the perfect love of the Father that casts out all fear. We

release a fresh word over every person who steps forward today. We release the fire of God to burn

away what has been holding people back from their destiny and their calling. We decree that this is

a new season — a season of breakthrough, a season of encounter, a season of supernatural favor.

To everyone in this room: you were not born to live in darkness. You were born to carry the light of

John 3:16 into a world that is desperate to see it. The Father loves you with a love that sent His

only Son. The Holy Spirit is resting on you with gifts and anointing for Kingdom mission. Your calling

is real. Your destiny is secure. And today — right now — in this moment — the Light has come.

Come to it. Step out of the darkness. Step into the glory. We are waiting for you.

John 3:16-17, Acts 1:8, James 5:14-15, John 7:37-39, Romans 8:11, 1 John 4:18, Isaiah 60:1

Illustration: The Light Switch Moment
When you walk into a dark room and flip on the light switch, the darkness does not negotiate. It does not
slowly retreat in stages. It simply ceases to exist in the presence of light. This is not a metaphor — this
is physics, and it is a picture of what happens when the presence of God enters a human soul.
Darkness has no power in the presence of the Light of the world. Your shame, your fear, your
condemnation — they have no argument against John 3:16. The Father's love, activated by the Holy
Spirit in your spirit right now, is the light switch. And darkness cannot survive it.

Source: Original illustration
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Applications
• This week, ask the Holy Spirit each morning to show you one person in your sphere of influence
who is living in darkness — and to give you a specific word of encouragement, a prophetic insight,
or an act of service that carries the light of John 3:16 into their life.
• If you have been avoiding coming to the light because of shame or fear of exposure, identify one
trusted, Spirit-filled believer — a pastor, a prayer partner, a care team member — and share what
you have been carrying. The light of authentic community breaks the power of secret shame.
• Practice operating in the spiritual gifts God has given you in low-stakes environments first: pray
for healing for a family member, share a prophetic encouragement with a friend, intercede for your
neighborhood. Activation happens through use, not just impartation.
• Spend at least ten minutes this week in what the Charismatic tradition calls 'soaking' — simply
sitting in the presence of God without an agenda, letting the Holy Spirit speak, renew, and realign
your spirit to the Father's love described in John 3:16.
• Memorize John 3:17 alongside John 3:16. Carry it as a declaration against condemnation — both
for yourself when the enemy attacks and as a word to speak over others who feel beyond God's
reach.
• In your small group or family, share the sermon's core question: 'Where have I been more
convinced of the darkness than of the light?' Allow the Holy Spirit to surface areas of unbelief and
pray for a specific breakthrough together.

Prayer Suggestions
• Father, thank You that You did not send Your Son to condemn me but to save me. I receive Your
love — not as a theological concept but as a living encounter. Let Your perfect love cast out every
fear and every spirit of condemnation that has kept me living in darkness.
• Holy Spirit, activate the gifts You have placed in me. I do not want to be a believer who knows
about the charismata but never operates in them. Set me on fire with the anointing You have given
me and show me specifically where and how to use it this week.
• Lord Jesus, You are the Light of the world. Shine Your light into every dark corner of my life —
every shame, every secret, every pattern I have been hiding. I choose to come to the light today. I
am not afraid of being seen by You, because I know You love what You see.
• Father, I pray for the person in my life who is sitting in the darkness right now — [name them
specifically]. Send Your light. Send a Spirit-filled believer across their path. Release a prophetic
word, a miracle, an encounter that breaks through the walls they have built. I declare over them:
they are not too far gone.
• Holy Spirit, fill me afresh right now. Fill me to overflowing. Let rivers of living water flow through
me into every relationship, every situation, every sphere of influence You have given me. I want to
carry the atmosphere of heaven everywhere I go.
• Lord, break every stronghold of shame in this congregation. We declare John 3:17 together: God
did not send His Son to condemn the world. We renounce the lie of condemnation and receive the
truth of the Father's love. We decree a new season of freedom, breakthrough, and supernatural
favor over this house.
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